
A Family Tree: The Genealogy of Jesus 

Ruth 4:18-22 

 

 
1. God’s Faithfulness Through Every Generation 

• Matthew 1:1–17 – Traces Jesus’ genealogy from 

Abraham to Mary and Joseph, showing God fulfills His 

promises across generations, regardless of human 

weakness. 

• Gentiles, women and those with scandalous histories 

show God’s deliberate addition and mercy 

• 14-generation periods – Abraham ➝ David ➝ 

Babylonian exile ➝ Jesus. 

o Genealogies provide vital context about God’s 

faithfulness and the fulfillment of 

o promises. 

o Job 18:19 contrasted the despair of having no 

descendants with the hope and continuity found 

in Jesus’ family line. 

o God sees value in every branch of the family 

tree. 

2. God’s Grace in Imperfect People 

• Tamar (Genesis 38) – deprived of her rights; Rahab 

(Joshua 2) – Canaanite who helped during the Jericho 

spy mission; Ruth (Ruth 1–4), widow who chose 

faithfulness to Naomi and King David’s great-

grandmother (an outsider); Bathsheba (2 Samuel 11–

12) – Solomons’ mother and part of Jesus’ line; and 

Mary and Joseph (Luke 1:26–38) – risks of an unwed 

pregnancy and Joseph protected her and raised Jesus. 

• Each faced challenges, scandal, or outsider status, but 

played a vital role in God’s plan. 

o The family tree of Jesus reveals God’s grace, 

faithfulness, and intent to redeem all people, not 

just the “spotless” or “qualified.” 

o Those in the lineage faced brokenness, betrayal, 

outsider status, and stigma, but God used each 

for His redemptive mission. 

3. Practical Application 

We are called to reflect on our own spiritual lineage, embrace 

God’s mercy, and actively participate in His family today. 

• Reflection: Consider your family’s faith stories, 

recognizing both the legacy received and the 

responsibility to continue the lineage of faith. 

• Embrace Imperfection: Acknowledge personal and 

family imperfections as opportunities to experience 

God’s mercy and work. 

• Valuing Others: Avoid judgment regarding others’ 

backgrounds or struggles; God uses unexpected people 

for His kingdom. 

 



 

 

2nd Sunday Devotional 
 

Summary: 

Even in challenging or resistant circumstances, God can bring growth, and we are called to trust Him and boldly 

share our faith. 

Scripture References: 

• Genesis 26: Isaac’s blessings amid adversity 

• Mark 5: Jesus heals the Gerasene demoniac 

• Matthew 13: Parable of the Sower 

• Matthew 28:19-20: The Great Commission 

• Philippians 4:13: Strength through Christ 

Devotional Thought: 

 

Even in places of opposition, fear, or resistance, God can bring increase and fruitfulness. Just as Isaac prospered 

among the Philistines and the healed man testified throughout the Decapolis, God can work through us in “thorny 

soil” where faith may seem difficult or unwelcome. 
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