Mission Sunday — October 19, 2025
Speaker: Scott Jennings, Deacon for Missions

Scott opened by expressing gratitude for the congregation’s continued support of mission works and
for the opportunity to share how those efforts are changing lives around the world. He reminded
everyone that mission work reflects the heart of God reaching out in love so that others may hear the
gospel and find hope in Christ.

Inform Us

Scott provided an overview of the congregation’s supported mission works, emphasizing how the
church’s generosity helps spread the gospel worldwide. These include Latin American Missions
(Panama preacher training and relief work), India Missions with Don & Kathy Iverson (over 200,000
baptisms and 2,100 new congregations), and the newly supported Richard & Kaylee Allen in Italy,
reaching university students through English lessons. Other works include the Southeastern
Children’s Home, preacher training programs, Apologetics Press, Palmetto Bible Camp, and /n
Search of the Lord’s Way. From local youth ministries to global outreach, the focus remains on
sharing Christ and strengthening His church.

Challenge Us

Drawing from John 3:16—-17 and Romans 10:11-13, Scott reminded listeners that “the world” (Greek
kosmos) represents all humanity—no one is excluded from God’s love or the offer of salvation. God
‘makes no distinction” between people, and His desire is for all to be saved. The challenge to the
congregation: Do we see the world as God does? Are our hearts as wide as His, or limited to those
like ourselves? True mission vision begins by aligning our view of the world with God’s inclusive
heart.

Inspire Us

Using personal stories from his own experiences learning Italian and connecting with people across
nations, Scott illustrated that despite cultural and political differences, “people are very different—and
exactly the same.” Encounters with individuals from Iraq, Pakistan, and Ukraine highlighted that all
share the same Creator and need for Christ. English, he noted, has become a bridge for building
relationships and sharing faith. Concluding with Luke 10:37 and 1 Timothy 2:3-6, Scott reminded
the church that mission work begins with seeing others through God’s eyes—without borders,
prejudice, or exclusion—and lifting up Jesus so the whole world may be saved.

Reflection. Scott encouraged members to reflect on their personal role in God’s mission whether
through prayer, encouragement, or daily conversations that point others to Christ. Every believer, he
said, has a part in carrying the gospel beyond the walls of the church, helping fulfill God’s vision that
“all men might be saved and come to the knowledge of the truth.”
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